§ ADMIRAL WILLTIAM SHEPHERD BENSON, U. S.. navy /4
i .

Aamiral Benson-was born 1n Macon, Georgia, OI 25 Septeuwber
1855, He graduatedl from the Naval Academy in 1877. Died at
Washington, D. C., May 20, 1932,

In 1893 he was attached to the USS VANTIC when serving on
the cozst of Greenland as Tender to the steamer PROTEUS, sent oub
to search for the ezpioring party under Iieutenant A. W. Greelsay,
U. 8. army. YANTIC vislted Diasno, Upernavik and Littieton
Tsland but found no trace of the Lost explorers. ghe returned to
New York September 29th bringing with her Lieutenant Garlington
and party and the officers and crew of the PROTEUS whilch vessel
had been crushed in thes ice.

picen War he was at the Naval Academy.

[ &
.

During the Spounish—a

Commander Benson took command of the U35 AIRANY in October
1508 and was assigned to duly as Chief of Staff, Pacific Fleet,
in July 1909. He gttained tne permanent rank of Captain in July
1909 and commanded the batsiseship MISS0URI from May 1910 to
October 1910 when he was ordzred to commend +the USS UTAH. 1In
gugust 1915 he reported as Ccorpendant, Nevy Yard, Philadelphis,
Pennsylvanla, and as aupervisor of Third, Fourth and Fifth Naval
Districts.

He was appolnted Chief of Naval Operatlons with the rank of
Rear Admiral when that offics was created by Act of Congress 1n
1915 and was commlssioned Lamiral when that gccompanylng rank for
the Chief of HNaval Operations was authorized by Act of Congressg,
August 29, 191b6. sdmiral Benson held that office until he retired
from active sarvice on Bentember 25, 1919 when he reached the
atatubory retirement age of 64. By reason of this office, he
was the senior naval officer, afloot and asheore, and next in’ renk
to the Assistbant Secretary of the Navy durlng the World War. He
was awarded the Distingulshed Sesrvice Medal by the Navy Depart-
ment "for sxceptionally meritorious gervice in a duty of great
responsibility as Chief of Naval Operations."

Admiral Benson was # member of the commission appointed DY
Pregident Wilson to confer with the Allled Yowers sn Burope 1n
1917; member special mission abroad October 1918; Naval represch-
tative in drawing up Naval terms of Armistice with Germany and
central Powers; Naval advisor to American Commisalon TO Negotiate
Peace and returned to the United States on June 20, 1919.

1n addition to the Distinguished Service Medal he received
foreign decoratlons as followg: Grand (Cross ILegion of Honor
{French); Grand Cross Opder St. Michasl and St. George (Pritish};
Order St. Gregory, the Great (Military Class, Firsd Order) by
Pope Benedict. XV,
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A destroyer, the USS BENSON (DD-421), named in honor of
Admiral William . Benson, was authorized by act of congress,
March 27, 19324, and was launchzd at the Bethelehem Shipbuilding
Corporation, Fore River, Quincy, Massachusetts on November 15,
1939. His widow, Mre. W, 3. (Mary Wyse) Benson, of 2420 Tracy
Place, N, W., Washington, D. {., acted as sponscr. The USS
BENSON performed outstanding service durlng World War II, par-

lclpeting in operations in the European Thester.

NAVY - 0ffice of Informatiocn
Biographies Branch
256 February 1958
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Born at Liacon, Georgle,

Appointed Cadet itidshipman, Fourth
Ceorgla. (ion., T, J, Jpeer)
Completed four years' courae, at i
ﬂ.ﬂaﬂm.

Leteached from the actdemy and v.o.
To the (. iTFuHD.

vet. from the . ooxX and return for
examinetion, 5 June.

Uradunted, finsil.

appointed :ldshipman to rank from
To the CONLIITUPICH,

vet. and temporary duty havy Vard,
Uommlssioned uneign to ramik from 2
July 1881,

e il

A
H
sistrieg
aval
18 June,

New Tork,
7

«ateched ard to the .o LINCH, {Yransferrad

Yo YaNYiC 9 Yay)

~ot, and to duty with sdvisory hoa
~et. and to lrenoh :ydro, Ufflce,
Baltimore, 14,

.~et. and to ,C, Str. LD . PO,
let. and w,0. (Kelleved 22 jov)
1o the LULMIIN,

Commisaioned lLleutenant, junior ar
rank from 28 iKay 1888,

vet. 1 September and to the iaval
det., 28 Inst. end to ... COHLTLLL
same day,

set,. and to the Laval Aoedeny .
vet, 30 inst., and be roady for sea
To Urdnance instrueotion, isavy Lard
washington., (Rep 27 inat)}
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ade, to
Acadeny 20sh,
LAl



1893
1894

1895
18986

1897
1598

1899
1900

1501

1903

1905

1906
1%07

Yot
Jan

Jan
ov
APr
ny
Jsul
APP
AUg
“ny

May
Jul

HOv
Hep

Jul
Jdet

¢ an
A pr

¥eb

Jun

27

2k

Z9
2%

15
28

. Commissioned .isutenant from 27 June 1893,
Det, and to the Coast Survey. (Det 3 dJan
and rep 6 Jan;

Lransferred from L.iCHE to Blils.

Uet. and to the DOLIBIN. {(Det 26 and rep 29
iet, 30 inst, and to the BLiik., (Rep 30 Apr)
To command the anbes¥Yuk. (Rep 6 hay)

Let. 13th and to the . .cademy 20 _ugust.

Let, and to the H,u. LONUHCSHLLA 18 YVay.

vet., 1 Soptember and to Acedemy.

ustaghed and to the HUHONG HilA as Sxecutive
Ufficer, (Det and rep 16 lay)

Det. and to the Joadenmy. (Det and rep 26 May)
vet, and to the R,s5. VaiuiT, (Det 16 and
rep 18 July)

vet, and to the C..IC GO, (et and rep 1 vee}
ietd. aneport C-in-C, Atlantie leat, duty on
REOYORo.  (Det B7 Sept and rep 14 Cot)
Commiseioned Lieutenant Commander from 1

July 1900.

Transferred to the ... .illk, oontinue duty
on $taff of (-in~il,

decommissioned from 1 July 1200.

Set. 30 . pril end ss:suxe charge of Draneh
uydro. Office, .iew {ork, same day. (vet and
rap 30 Lpr)

pPet. 11 June and to the .ovel scademy. {(Det
1 and rep £ June)

Let., 15 Gotober and to 4uty with the 10W:,
and to that vessel as uxesgutive whern in ¢om~
nisslon. {(oet 15 and rep 16 Ceot)

pet, and to dutyams sAssistant to Inspeetor

in Charge Third Llght House Dlstrict,
Tompklneville, wew York, 1 Septenber; snd

es sesistent to Inspector in therge uixth
wight liouse Listriet, (harlestom, South Lsroline,
15 september, and to duty in Charge Sixth Clstrios,
30 September,flet 13 sug 7rep 1 sept)
Commisslioned ad interim vommander from 1
July 1800,

Commissionsd Commander from 1 July 1903.

Let., 20 June and to the Buresu of ievigatlion.
{Dat 30 June and rep £ July)



1807 Jdul 6 Detv. 1l Jduly and to the Laval Academy
seme duy as Commandent of jiidehipmen,
(Ue% and rep li July)
1508 sy ER issigned to coumend of viYxPIa.
Uep 23 To ccmmand the :LB.NY. (Rep 3 uet)
1509 sy 17 assligned to duity zs Chiel of Staff,
, <ngifioc Fleet, (Rep 1E July)
Jul 1 nhelleved commend of ~LEANY thls date.
aug 30 Commissionsd ad Iinterim Capteln from 24
Les 16 Commlssioned Captaln from 24 July 1909,
1210 Feb 21 To duty ss iember of naval _xamining
Board, .eshington, u. C., 28 February.
Apr B2 uet, 30 4prll and to ocommmnd the ¥IZ:CURI.
(Dot 30 Aprll snd Tep 4 iVey)
Gop I0 wet, and to duty ams Genersl Inspesetor of
LT+ et “orks of L.HB., Co,., Comden, u.d.,
and to eommand thet vessel when in oom-
misslion.
L913 den 3 Temporary dut: in commend of First
_ vivislon, aAtlentieo #leet.
dul 11 To duty ss Commendant, savy Yard,  hila-
deiphis, ienua,, and as Lupsryiscr of
+bird, Fourth and Fifth Jeval Oistricts,
. ) 15 Jl“guﬂt -
1914 vet 9 lellaved duty ss Supervisgor of rhird and
Fifeh caval Listricts.
1218 apr 29 bLet. 10 ey and to duty es Chief of Nawul
Gperat.ions, sevy Department, .zshington,
e Cey il L.&y-
way 11 scespted appointment and executed oath
of office thie date.
iy 11 Gomnleslonsd ad interim, Chisf of laval
- uperations In the Lepartment of the hevy,
with the rank of uear Admirasl, from 11
Commiseioned, ad interim Rear Admirsl,
from £6 Hovember 1915,
1916 Feb 1 Commissioned, regulsr, Chief of .sval
Uperetions, with renk of Heasr idmirsl, for
a gerioﬁ of four years, Irom § Jahuary
1916, :
Feb )1 <Commissioned regular idsar Admiral from £8
iovember i1vlH,
sep & Commissioned, reguler, en .dmirsl from 29
aAugust 1916, during remalnder of term of
offioe aa Chlef of Lsval Uperations.
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Entersd the upper helf of/Resr Admirals

{t) from 15 Gotober 1917,

kntered the upper helf of liat of Rear
Admirale from 31 Lecomber 1918.

Trensrerred to the Hetired /ist from 25 ept.
l9l?, beving sttelned stututory age of 34
YeLITa,

Det. wien pleead on ratired list of officers,
{Navel vperations, savy Department, .ashington,
e Culy Telleved from a1l netive duty and to
nome ., .utn. delay at own dlsgeretion in pro-
geeding home. (Lot 24 Lept arrived homs

L0 wov)

iemporary duty to appezar before the .snate
investigating vommittee, 4 | ay.

Commlissioned .dmiral on Hetired uist Pfrom 21
dune 1830, iaot 8l cune 1930)

Bember of the vommisslion eppointed by
Fresident ollson tp confer with the Allied
sogwera 1n surope in 1917; menber special
migelon sbrosd vctober 1918} iavel rep-
regentetive ln drewing up Woval teraus of
~rmistice with Jermany and tentrel :owers;
aavel sdvisor to ameplosn Gommission to
segotiste recee, znd returned to the
inited Stutes on 20 June 1919.

BLSTLEGCaies SunVaGy Vhuak Par services
during the World Jar, ms set forth in the
following:

CIEATION?

‘ "For oxeeptionally meritorious
service in & duly of great repponsibility
asg Chief of waval Operatlon:s.”

PLopIeeclon i oooVWich UakiL by car Uepartment:

"For exceptlonsally meritorious
and eonzplouous service as Chlef of iewval
Jperatlong, ils cloase cooperstion and nseist-
anee in that position 414 muech towsrds the
suocesalful outeome of tie combined opesrations
of the .rmy and liavy oversess,”



Spunish Czmpalgn Yedsal,
Yictory i‘edal, .orld .mr service.

Grand Croes of the Leglonm of lonor by
the Government of Irance.

nnlght Crand Cross of the order of
Ht, ilohael and $t, George by the
Government of Urest Rritein.

Grand Cordon of the itislng un by the
Governnent »f Jsapan.

grder 5t. Uregory ureat (Militery Clasaj
Hryat Order) by .ope Fenediet XV,

Sied: 2¢ ey 1932,
Flaee: sashington, L. U.

sext of kin:  {(widow)

Hary -uguste Bensgon.
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ﬁis grapdfather waa Rear Aﬁn; %illimm-Shephéfd Benson, USN,
Chief of Naval Operations during Worid Wer I.

ﬁis’féther is Cept. Fronecls Vyse Bensoné Us,

His unele is Capt. Howerd H. J. Benson, USN,

So it ocoasioned 1ittle family'wamdér when wililam Shepherd
EEEEEE:_EE:;EE}lQWiHE'ﬁhe fdatsﬁepa of his asntecedents, chose the
Daﬁy as a Gareed. | ] 7 |

¥resh fron the U, 8. Naval Aceﬁcmg. the zl-yeaerLa descendant
of seafariag men-=--0ow Ensign Bensone--is winding up a wonth's leave
gt his homd at 3117 28th Itreet, prior +0 rapoerbing for active duty
on a Wwarship,

~ He is reéiding‘with his nother, Xrs. Dorothy Benson; sister;

Lueile, 18, and three‘brothera; Francis,jr., 17, Racnarﬁ, 13, and
Fred, 1l. ‘

"Richard and Fred are oo young to know what they want out of
1ife," sald the newlyucommis iane& Wubmgn, but addea thet ﬂramcis, v,

-

wos slated for a life on the high seas,

¢

wand Ttm sure thabt Richard and Fred will come around to it
~13uarmm~tneve’s Just no pebbing away i“ou it in our family.” -
Lﬁt@Sb membar of the Bsnson menaﬂe to gmbark for the war ia

Euddymeem@lexianeﬂ,‘blcnde end thin---but opines that Navy ehow'will

probably cause a change in the size of his uniform.




RoPuw@nla?

Reared in Naval traﬂition; Ensign Benson heard the argob of

the sea and began tying knots almost from the £ime his baby Lfingers
' discarded rattles. Having always listened to Navy talk, he says

he's at last ready to "slve out some.” |

Comzenting on hils Anpapolis training, he declared:

"They %ry to meke uas reédy.in three years for anybthing upon
graduation~--~and thet inecludes the toughest Japs and Naiié."

le mentioned that Academy mep have the "greatest respsct and
admireiion" for the old Wavy chiefs,

Afber graduvating from St. Augustlne High School, the young

naval officer attended Columbien Prep School in Washington, D. C.

Bemlmbly




‘after noen_todqy, He is 'survived by his widow, Mrs. Mary A.

-‘Operations, in May 191%, Admiral Benson, then holding the rank

—

NAVY PRESS ROOM .

IMMED L TE RELELSE MAY 20, 1932.
Admiral William Shepherd Benson; U.S.Navy, Retired,
Wwho served as Chief of Naval Operations &uring the World War,

died at his home, 2420 Tracy Place, Weshington, D.C., shortily

Benson, his daughter, Mrs, Herman F.Krafft, of Annapolis, Md.,
end two sons, Commander Howard H.J.Benson, USN, on duty at the
.thallﬁcademy, Amnapolis, and Lieutenant éommander Francis
W;Bensoﬁﬁ USN, gunnery officer of the USS TRENTON,.

' Ldmirxal Benson was born in Macon, Geargia, September
25, 1855, and was sppointed to the Naval Acddemy in 1872 from
the 4th Congressional District of Georgia. He commanded the
UB8 LLBINY, crulser, in 1908 and was assigned as Chief of Staff,
Pacific Fleet in July 1909. He was in command of the battleship
ﬁSS'MISSGURI, from May to October 1810 when he was ordered to
command the USS UT/H, battleship. In fugust 1913, he reported
for duty as Commandant, Navy Yard, Philadelphla, and as super-
visor of the Third} Fourth, and Fifth Naval Districts.

Upon the creation of the office of Chief of Naval

of Captain, was appointed to that duty and in November 1915
was promoted to the permanent rank of Rear Admiral., In sugust
1916, he wes commissioned as Admiral snd scrved as Chiéfuof E

Naval Operations until .
‘relieved fro duty upon reaching the statutory retirement

gge of 64 yed September 25, 1919.
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kdmiral Benson served as & menbey of the commission appointed
by President Wileon to confer with the .llied Powers in Furops
n 1917, and was a member of a special mission &broad in October
818, served‘ﬂs naval representative in drawing up er 21 terms
»f the ,rmistice with Germony and the Central Powers and @s
anv 11 advisor to the american commission to negotl :te peqce.
He returned from his Auties—ia-Euerepe-in-Jfune-1eto-.
For his“éefvice duriﬁg the World War, idmirel Benson was
swarded the Disfinguished Service Medsl by the Nevy Depnrtment,
the DistinguiShéd Service Med;l by the Wer Departménf; the
Grsnd Cross, Legion of Honor, by the Government of Frencej; the
Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michnel and St. George, by
the British Governmeht; the Order of the Rising Sun, First
Cless, by the Government of Jopen; and the Order of 3St.Gregory
the Great {(Military Class, First Order) by Pope Benedict XV.

Mier his'retirement from active duty in the Navy, Admiral
B?nson served as Chairman of the United States Shippinh
Board and as President of the Emergéncy Fleet Corporation in
1920 end 1921 and in June 1921 was appointed Commissioner

of the U.S.Shipping Bo rd and served in thet capacity until

;928.




NEW YORK TIMES MAY 21, 1932

-

Admirgl William 5. Benson (retired) who served as Chief of Naval Operations

during the World Wgr and afterward was Chairman of U.S. Shipping Board died
~at his home 2420 Tracy FPlace, Washington, D. C. He was 76 years old.

Admiral William V. Pratt, Chief of Naval bperations said; It is with
deep regret and ﬁith the deepest sympathy that I have just learned of the death
of admiral Benson, whose assistant I was during the World War. In my asgociation
with him during those trying days of 1917 and 1918 two characteristics stood to
the front - his determination Fo carry through once he had made up his mind
io'a certain course of action which he thought right, and the second was Ais
sterling‘{gi%zzgzg—of character. Coupled with his traits of character, his
judgment was invariably sound. Hé stood like a rock at a time when the Navy
needed such men and his name will go down to posterity as one of the finest

sharacters that has ever worn navy cloth.

NEW YORK HERATD#TRIBUNE May 21, 1932

Admiral William S. Benson, educated in public schools of Macon,
Georgia, at 18 entered the Naval Academy and graduated in 1877.

Served on meny war vessgls among them ALLIANCE, DOLPHIN, BLAKE,
HONONGEHELA, CHlCAGO,'WIIMINGTON, NEW YORK and IOWA.

He commanded the UTAH, ALBANY and MISSOURIL. While assigned to the
TENNESSEE he served as‘phief of Staff of the Pacific Fleet., 1907-1908 Commandant
of Midshipmen at Naval Academy., 1913 Commandant Philadelphia Navy Yard and

supervisor of the 3rd, 4th and 5th Naval Dis tricts.

Distinguished Service Medal * U.S.

Grand Cross of Legion of Honor (France) _ -

Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michael & St. George (england)

Two times gecorated by Vatican. Order of St. Uregory the Great (milit?ry
class
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!
and Pope Pius XI conferred upon him the knighthood of the order of Malta.

The former decoration is the highest degree bestowedéby the Vatican. First
American to receive the order of that class.
After his appointment as Chief of Naval Operations he surprised the Navy
by having a complete plan for the defense of the United States mapped out.
Toolt great interest in the reconditioning of the IEVIATHAN the former

VATERLAND and he continually urged that United States should not dispose
of its then large merchant Marine. He particularly urged that United

States meet the 5-5-3 ration that had been agreed upon at the Washington
Idisarmament conference.

Married lary Augusta Wyse of Baltimore in 1879,

Three children.

N\
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" Most Distinguished Order

HOLD FOR RELEASE SATURDAY MORNING PaAPERY APRIL 10,1920-
. i A s s,
- MEMO FOR THE PRESS

Tomorrow, Sunday, Anril) 11th, his eminence Cardinal
Gibbons at Baltimor in the name of Pops Bernedict XE, will
bestow upon Rear Admiral William S.Benson, J.3.N.. pefired,

now €hairman of the Shipping Ecard. tho decoration of the

Order of $ts: Crezory the Creat, Military Class. This is the
highest degree bestowed by the Vatican on any one and Admiral
Benson is the first American citizen who has received this
degree of the Military Class+  One other Americen, Mr. Penfieid,
the ambassador to Austiria, received a giMi%ar degree but of

a different class.

Other decorations th

2t have bheen conferred upon Admiral
Eenson in the past follow:

The Grand Cross af the Legion of Honor, the highest
degree conferred by the French Goverrwmmnt upon foreigners,

' was bestowed upon him by the President of the France while

he was in Paris in attendance at the Peace Conference .

The British Governomtn conferred upcon him the decoration
and apnuinted him an Honorary Knight Grand Cross of the
of Saint Michael and Saint George -
this decoration was conferred upon him by His Royal Highness

the Prince of Wales while in Washington during his recent
visit to this country- : i

The Japanese Government bestowed upon him the Order of
tle Grand Cordon ofthe First Class, Order of the Rising Sun-

This decoration was received through the Japanese Ambassador
to the United States.

In addition to the foreign dccorations mentiened above,

' Admiral Benson has veceived a Gold Medal from the Legislature

of the State of New Mexico, conforrcd by the Governor of New
Mexico, September 13,1919; The Bistinguished Service Medal
conferred by the Nawy Denartment , a:d the Distingugshed
Service Medal conferred by the War Uenartment.
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.* Immediate Release | ' Septohber—2TT 1950

Secretary Daniels on the eve of Admirel Willlam .S.
Bensonls. retirement from active duty, yesterday sent him the
followingz letter:)

On September 25th, 1919, you will have attained the
statutory retirement age of sixty-four (64) years, and wili
be transferred to the Retired List of Officers-of the Navy
from that date, in accordance with the provisions contained
in the Act of Congress approved Auzust 29, 19186.

On May 11, 1915, you entered upon your duties ag
the first Chief of Naval Operations, a new office ecreated -
by Gﬁngresg'for the purpose of dire¢tihg the operation of .
the Naval Forces, and the preparatien of plans for their
’ brep ' D G&hJaJ{‘

use in war. - b '
| _ s hnllf&kT?xﬂkj
28, e, e
On November 1948, you were commissioned anf(® '

ﬁbﬂmiral ip the N vyt_,?:, , e e A A SN

Cgmtmminntona f QM o:q,cs.‘a ?-Iflb—(WWM%&%\
. On April 6, 19I7,Vthe United)Stztes declared war vo

against Germany, and until the armistice was signed on Novem~

ber 11, 1918, the United States Navy was larzely responsible

for the final and overwhelming defeat of the enemy. During

.the‘peace negotiations in Paris you were the principal Nawval
Adylsor tc the President of the United States, and in

th;s duty your advice and counsel were of inestimable value.

¢

s For more than four years durinzg the most momentous
g&iigg 1? %%e history of the Navy, you ™mave performed the
. o} e most important office under the Navy De artment
. 'wcjit? arn.efficiency and loyalty that commends the gespgct and
admlration not only of the Navy but of the Nation.

I takelihis opportunity of ex i
J 3 pressing my deepest
regret at the loss of your services, and wiShSyou-man§ happy
years of rest after forty-seven years of active naval service,
' JOSEPHUS DANIELS. |

Gkl -
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LA TE RELHASE JULY 22,1919
T m—— !

g

v Sgoratary ahels wede public the idllowing letser

to the Houge Bornititoo o Navel AZIoird. \ rd
i , \ , .
\ S ' . . -

. - : D \ ‘ ’ . e .
3 o Y :
":"L W% %Mﬂn—am i ‘f}.—‘ .k AN )
. %Y e i . ’\.}_;_ .
r W L

N - X
W I am in receipt of yvour faver of ‘July 1l¢th, regque

ipz the Devartmentls rercrmeadstisn on H.R.7501- The promotion
of Admipkl William.S. ?ﬁm‘m{am Kear Admiral William S«Sims
to be permanent Admirvels of the Havy, mesis with my fordial

and hearty approval and is in accordemcs with the message whica
the President sent to Congress on Fridcy, July 18ths

' f
. If the Havy of the United States in the great

War Against War has deserved well of the country and if I3
merits the tributes paid to ti at home and by allied

nations, its possessicn of world-pride and world-cofifidence

is due to its demonstrated fitness, readiness and resource-—
.fulness in the days of testing. The JSonpgressgional declilaram

tion " all is well with the Nawy™, issued after thorough iuw
vestigation in critisal dars, was meds possible only Dby the
perfact team work of the entire Nevy personnel, embracing

tle zeal and guicknesa cf “She youngest ra2rnit as well as

of the wisest ami most capable admiral. What measure of
sretitude,the Congress, as representatime of the whole Peow-
pile, may chose to pay the Havy must go to more than

Helf a million wen who in the peril amd hazard of war sought
the picce ©F danser snd never failed or hesitated in the

fuce od death. »But neither Gongress nor the cowntry can
verder deserved honors bo all the brave men every one of

whem will be awarded a medal in regognition of their valor.
Their leaders, young and old, were worthy of thems Congress
has authorized honors to be bestowed upon those privileged

to perfornm deeds of special distinction. The impossibility
rrocpmrtemrximed  of fitting recognition of all who are worthy
embarrasses the Dep-ritment and Gongress. So many officers and 8¢
$0 many men have shown themselves worthy of the highest honors
of their éountry that full recognition mmst be confined to the

men, who, assigned to the most important positions during

the wat, illustrated the best traditions of the noble service
which they and their shipmates of every rank and grade adorne

Long Before the war began, Yorgress created a new

posithon of leadership in the Navy Départment lmown asidm -
Chief jof Naval Cyperations. To that place of regponpgibility,
the President called William Shepherd Benson, then a Captain
in tHe Havy. In every previous assigoment to duty he had demolw
strated ability and capacity, and seson the countyy felt that
in the new Chief of Nmwal Operations it possessed a man who
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would measure up to the highest reguirements in preparation
for war or in the wise professionas direction of war. The
fiaval servicé alrealy knew his fine qualities, had confidence
in his sound judgment, and in his sense of justice. Sonn the
public lesrned what the Fresident knew when the selection was
made, to wit, that Captain Benson had arare quallty of states—
manship, as well as ¥nowledge of his profession and possessed
ability to visuwalize naval needs and to carry out well matured
naval policiess From the day he came to Washington he sensed
the naticnal duty end need for naval preparation. When wart
came it found the Hegy ready with all its units Tor the service
requl red of ite Shortly after our entrance into the war, after
study ahd confenence, Admiral Benson was selected to g0 abroad
_to confer with our sssociates and e laid before the A@miralties
the views of his country, and co~operated with them in the1joint
‘naval policies which more than justified thwir adoption. When
the Americap Peace Mission assembled in Parig, Admiral Pemson
was chosen as the Navah Advisoxr of the Misgion, and served his
country in that quasi=-diplomatic post with the devotion th,
his country apd souund &iscretion which hnd attedned his whole
gareer~ Allied nations have conferred their highest honors
uwpon him, and his own country, I am sure, will honox itgelf
by giving him the highest rakd that can Come to a neval office..

p Ip the apxious days before duty led the Tmited
States to enter ﬁhe world war, when it was decided to arm mer:
chant ships,the “rssident determined to send to Gread Britain
naval officer of-high rank and = pp: oved abllity tomepresent
our country. He seleeted for whit was then a delicate migsion,
as it was a}l during the succedding months, an assignment that
called for a man of cuickness of erasp, mastery of hisgex
profession, and ability to sit as the equal in any conferencé
of the naval leaders of the free nations. The country approved
the selection of Rear Admiral William Spowden Sims. He had
alre=dy shewn the qualities which made his mission mot only
of the greatest service to his own country but which brought
allied navies into warml fellowship as well as in close cosoper=
ation . He was at once welcomed into the conferences of naval
lesders and during the whole war was recoghized among ¥wE our
allies as well as by his own countrymen ag. one of the mzmk
ablest and fmost brilliant naval officers in the cause that des
manded initiative, understanding, and s comprshension which ine
cluded among others the hard duty to safeguard the carrying
of millions of fighting men across the seas and to defeat the
submarine menace- It is a matter for national gratification
‘that in Rear Admirla Sims Amprieg sent as CGommander of the ’
United States Naval Forces Operating in European Waters an
officer who served the world with such conspicuous ability
as to win the the confidence, the approval, and also the sincers
gimiration of the whole world. He has been given the highest
honors by foreign eountries which apprecisied his rare accomw
plighments- He was promoted during the war because of his high
merit successively 1Tto Vice Admiral and Admital, and it is just
that this highest rank shell be conferred upon him by his coun! -
men, and thab it shall be a decopation for 1ife of which his L
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children may beprouds

The honérs which the President proposed for thess
distinguished officers im not only a recognition of their Jlarg=
contribution %o the winning of the war but these promotious
will be zrrmmmzek regarded by the whole Havy as being conferrs
because these officers incarnate the courage, the gkill and
deathless service rendered in the grim days of war by aly Hav-
officers and by Navy mme men wio gave themselves fully to the
victory which blesses mankind Tode&y -

. f

.1 vanture to suggest that the bill be amended by
adding after™ permanent admiral”, in line 6 " with the »ay
of sotive sdmirsl dwring their lives™ and by striking out
the words™ and they shall not be placed upon the retired list
except upon their own application”, and, in lien thereof
there be substitutad ¥ and the Fresident is authorized in his
discretion, upon or afiter their retirement, to assign them
to active duty.” The peolicy of placing ayy officer permanently
on the active list is one which is open 10 grave objection.
Theso officers shouwld, upon reaching the age of retirémenty
o pkaced uwpon the sawe footing as all other officers, and
their continuance upon active duty should be determined by
the Commander in Chief of the Navy, who may wall be empowered,

in his discretion, to assign them to active cuty after
retirement«

!
1§Jﬁée3e changes are made the bill would read &S
follows: _ '
14 Bill to appoint Admiral William S Benson,
United States Navy, and Rear Admirel Filliam S Sifg, United
8tates Navy, as permanent admirals in the Navye

r .

. "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen:-
atives of the United Shabses of America in Congress assembled,
That the Eresident ig hereby authorized to aopoint, by and wh
the advjce and the Stngte, Admiral “plliam.S.Benson, United
States Navy and Rear Admiral Willism S{ZSims, United States
Navy, pirmenent admirals with the pay of active admiral
during their lives, and the Pfegsident ig authorized in his
discretion, upon or after their retivement, to assign them
to active duty, and whenever kkx such offices shall be vacated
by death or otherwise the offices shall cease %o exist.”

With these minor changes, I earnestly T ecommend
the passage of XXE H.R.7551, introducéidyg in the House on
July 18th by Chairman Butler.
'
I am appending hereto a brief summary of the
Naval service xmmmx®t of both these naval officers.

“

Sincerely yours:

(Sigged)  Josephus Daniels.

-~










ADMIRAL WILLIAM S. BEHSON

The reeords on tho Deportment show That Aftmirad
T7illim Shepherd Bensen, U.S.N. w3 bo 'n i3 Bikhb Co., Cco;nlu,
Scovenmbor 25, 1855. He wos ipoointed o coCLT micaiionen to the
Nowvel "Leldmecy Zrom T Four th Dlu'ﬁ.—.lOb 0T Georgii, Scotombder 23,
1872, <l e'\n“jlc tef the coursc Junc 20, 1877. On Junc 18 1873,

he wos promoted to the rink oxL mic saipren wnd served 07 ho ‘
U.5.5.CONSTITUPION ior two yoors. He vus wppoi: 11:L,c. cnoonsign
July 27, 1881, oitcy which his promotions cime in the follow=

ing order, Iicutoment (jg), 18883 Iicuboncnt, 1893; Liowbondit-
Cormmender 19003 Comnn .'_1r“c' . 1905 CmOJﬁwlu, 1909 Rm.; ACmirel,
1915; Ldmircl fc;llbi. ox Nawuli Oaur;'olors) 1916, He his SC’VVL‘-'.
during his- mevel cdrcer ¢8 ar oxiicer on vesscls, omong othe LS;
U. 8. 8. &ITTA0CE, U.S.8.DOLPHIN, U.S.5. BL:KE, treining 5hip
CONSTBLL-TION, U. 5.5. MONONG! J{ELfa., U.3.3« CHIC A\.O U.& S, ""IL-
MINGTON, U.S5.8. N YORK, U.S.S. IOWA, U.S.S. UtiSfiu[Cﬂluﬁ

of Soa,:n;‘l O' the Pecizic ileot), U.5.5. UBAE (CO'“ML ning Oiwicex),
U.5.3, ALBANY (Comending OrJ_lcgf) e the U.8.5,. J"ISDOU T {Gomne
i aaRa 1° 03 ficor). He scrv\,k_ L8 co-m.nw:qr.z_,:ﬂ.t o mifdshipnct T the
Wewl Lewlemy dwom 1907 to 1808, Ho wus Comn vt oxn the Thile
8ol 3hiu Towy Toaed ol Su'a;:rvi/,;,m 0w tThu Thl : T‘OL_:"l, ‘,’
Fiznth N.vel Districts avonm ..:.'L.(_{,'llu% u,51910 RiTEn Tt = Rol%
o vich &otce, he w.s ;stlgncc- to duty o8 511- “Ghice od Nowll
O‘uu:yulo,w_s, toking onth-on oxidice wrom M.y 1l, 19]{ weing COm-
mizsioned with the rork ol Reour ;'ac:m; ol LTon ,thn., LTC, 1115
ek being loter ch"'“o‘u. to thi oi &Zdmiral on ;U»C'U“'t 29 1916.

o Bhy 1ot bor wedt ox 1917, he wus wssignoed 10
Jhrowd in Tondon, citer’ un:l_ch he wcturned. to whe U:u cc{; 3coates
zi on Octobér 15, 1918, he wos oileryl o spocfiul futy oF Torle,
el Mmll 1 LDE0CT 11:1'011 Jv-"c 11, 1919, o= whiJeh dote he s.ilce’
nov o XX l'b c. ~
A} ,D
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NAVY DEP ARTMINT
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. IMVEDTATE RILELSE - 22 September 1939

—

,,/ M“‘?‘“\
// SPONSOR DESIGNATION=USS BENSON wf“)
i . _,___,.....-mw"“‘—' ’M‘M

——
Acting Seeretary of the Navy, the Honorable Charles Edison,

has designated Mrs. William S. Benson of 2420 Tracy Place, N. W.,
Washington, D. C. as sponsor for the USS BENSOW (DD42l)} named in
honor of héf-husband, the late Admiral-William Shepherd Benson,
U. 5. Navy,.

The USS BENSCN (DD42l) is scheduled to be lasunched at the
rlant of the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation, Fore River, Quincy,
Massachusetts, November 15, 1939.

Thislvessel, the first one of that name, was authorized by

" Act of Congress Marech 27, 1934.
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THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS - A BR.EF HISTORY

In the early 1300's with the emergence of the United States as a global
power and the accelerating changes in technolegy, the Navy Department
outgrew the old planning and control organization. In 1909 a new coordinating
staff of four menbers, called "aides" was created by the Secretary of the
Navy. Of these, the most important was the Aide for Operations, a Rear
Admiral responsible to the Secretary of the Nzvy for ship operations,
planning, intelligance, fleet training, logistics, and recommending the
appointment of flug and commanding officers. War plans and strategic
problems, formerly a function of the Naval Wz 1 College, were joined with
operations and training under the Aide of Operations, the direct predecessor
of the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO),

. , ﬁ{&gmiral William 8. Benson, USN, 11 May 1915 - 25 September 1919

With the approval of Congress on May 11, 1915, Admiral William S.
Benson assumed “he newly-created four star post of Chief of Naval
Operations. Fac'ng the new CNO was the task of readying the Navy against
the German U-boat threat. The 1916 Naval Appropriations Act brought
about the first la;')ge scale continuing naval cor struction program. War was
declared on Germany on April 6, 1317. With new anti-submarine ships,
aircraft and mines, Admiral Benson led the Nuvy in the establishment of
the ocean convoy bridge to France that carried General Pershing's army
and supplies overseas. To assure coordination of allied naval plans, he
went to Paris in August 1917 for the first Allied Naval Council. At the 1919
Versailles Armistice Meeting Admiral Benson was naval advisor to the
U. 8, delegation.

Admiral Robert E. Coontz, USN, 1 November 1919 - 21 July 1923

With the post-World War era the Navy was reduced. Admiral Robert
E. Coontz became Chief of Naval Operations on November 1, 1919, He
devoted much effort to holding naval strength against economic cutbacks.
He worked to advance naval aviation, anti-aircraft gunnery, submarines
and engineering, the Navy's most significant achievements in the 1920's,
Under Admiral Coontz's leadership in 1321 the Bureau of Aeronattics
(now Naval Air Systems Command) was created. In 1922 a converted
collier, USS LANGLEY, became the first aircraft carrier.



Admiral Edward W. Eberle, USN, 21 July 1523 - 14 November 1927

Operating on a restricted budget under thz limijtations of the 1922
Washington Diszrmament Conference the nex: CNO, Admiral Edward W.
Eberle, assumed the top uniformed post in 1923. He pressed for a renewal
of naval construction. In 1925, Admiral Eberle's testimony before President
Coolidge's national aviation policy board (Morrow Board) was decisive in
saving naval aviation. He maintained that naval aviators must first be sea nen
and that naval aviation must be integrated int. the fleet. To provide a
trained Naval Reserve, Admiral Eberle assured the state Naval Militia units
of realistic training at sea. In 1926 he won aathorization for the Naval
Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) at 6 Universities throughout
the U. S. :

Admiral Charles F, Hughes, USN, 14 Novemider 1927 - 17 September 1930

Admiral Charles F. Hughes assumed the 2ost of CNO on November 14,
1927. Although considered a battleship Admiral, he had a keen appreciaticn
of naval aviation, which came of age under his leadership. In 1927 the
aircraft carrieri USS LEXINGTON (CV-2) ani USS SARATOGA (CV-3)
joined the fleet. In the war games of 1929-30 these carriers, constructed
on cruiser hulls, demonstrated the effectiven:ss of carrier air power.

In 1928 Admiral Hughes requested appropriat’ons for construction of 15
light cruisers and the Navy's first carrier designed from the keel up. This
carrier became the USS RANGER (CV-4) in 1934, The cruiser construction
program which Admiral Hughes had initiated was limited by the depression
of 1929,

Admiral William V. Pratt, USN, 17 September 1930 - 30 June 1933

In September 1929, shortly after his return from the London Naval
Conference, where he served as the principal U. S. technical advisor,
Admiral William V. Pratt became Chief of Naval Operations. Under
Admiral Pratt, modernization was completed on the elderly World War I
battleships that were to be called to use in World War II. He also succeeded
in getting some new cruiser construction approved. During Admiral Pratt's
tenure naval aircraft strength passed the 1, 000 mark in 1933, and the U. S,
Navy possessed more than twice as many naval aircraft as second-ranking
Japan. With the Japanese seizure of Manchuria in 1931, the road that led to
Pearl Harbor had begun. S
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Admiral Williama H. Standley, USN, 1 July 1933 - 1 January 1937

On July 1, 1933, as Admiral William H. Standley assumed the duties
of CNO, the rise of Nazi power coupled with Japanese aggression clearly
warned of trouble in both Europe and Asia. Admiral Standley helped to
shape the 1934 Vinson-Trammel Act. This act was the greatest single
step up to that time in naval preparation to meet growing world challenges.
In all 102 ships were projected, over an eight year period,including the
carriers YORKTOWN, and ENTERPRISE. 2.s Admiral Standley's term
drew to a close in 1936, open hostilities wer2 just over the horizon in
Europe and Asi:.

Admiral Williara D, Leahy, USN, 2 January 1937 - 1 August 1939

Admiral Wi.liam D. Leahy took the Navy helm in January 1837, and
in December of that year Japanese aircraft in China sank the gunboat USS
PANAY in the Yangtze River without warning. With the threat posed by the
developing worliwide conflicts, Admiral Lea1y asked for increased naval
strength. His advice was heeded and carriec out in the Naval Appropriaticn
Act of 1938 which added 20 per cent to the Nz vy's tormage. This Act fixed
naval aircrait s:rength at 3, 000 and provided funds for construction of the
aircraft carrier HORNET and South Dakota-class Battleships. The dange:
of a lag in base development led to a study urder Admiral Leahy's directioa.
The study recoramended the establishment of 25 bases to serve the fleet,
Admiral Leany obtained an immediate appropriation from Congress for 15
bases, extending from Kodiak, Alaska through Pearl‘Harbor to Palmyra
Istand in the Pacific and from San Juan, P. R. to Quonset Point, R. L in
the Atlantic. Admiral Leahy urged, to no avail, the inclusion of a naval
base for the fleet on Guam.

Admiral Harold R. Stark, USN, 1 August 1939 - 26 March 1942

Admiral Harold R. Stark relieved Admiral Leahy on August 1, 1939,
One month later Hitler invaded Poland. Reaction was immediate, and the
American Republics adopted the Declaration of Panama, establishing a
neutral zone around North and South America except for Canada. Admiral
Stark deployed offshore destroyer patrols to prevent interference with
nonbelligerent commerce. In 1940, with President Roosevelt's approval,
Admiral Stark led the drive for a two ocean Navy. Congress appropriated
funds to double existing tonnage and construct, among other units: 10
Essex-class carriers, 9 Independence-class light carriers, 6 Iowa-class
battleships, 8 Baltimore-class heavy cruisers, 67 Fleet submarines and
119 Fletcher class destroyers. In September 1940, Admiral Stark directed
that 50 World War II "“four piper" destroyers be delivered to the British
Royal Navy in return for base agreements stretching from Newfoundland to
Trinidad. As the two-ocean Navy took shape, he also directed that the

Patrol Force in the Atlantic be renamed the U, 8. Atlantic Fleet. In



October 1941 as the Nazi U-hoat wolf packs cruised the Atlantic, Admiral
Stark ordered direct U, 8. Navy convoy assistance to within 400 miles of
Ireland. On Deczmber 7, 1941 the Japanese a:tacked Pearl Harbor. On
December 30, 1¢41 Admiral Ernest J. King assumed duties as Commander
in Chief, U. 8. T'leet. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz on the following day
broke his flag as Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet. The Navy now
began the job of building the greatest naval fleet in recorded history.

Admiral Ernest §. King, USN, 26 March 1942 - 15 December 1945

To centralize the nation's naval effort as thie demands of war increased,
- the jobs of Comumander in Chief of the U, S. Fleet and Chief of Naval
Operations were combined by Executive Order on March 12, 1942, Admirai
Ernest J. King, Jecame the top operating chie: of the Navy. All major
naval movements were designated by Admiral ‘{ing, and were planned and
carried out by outstanding World War II leaders such as Admirals Nimitz,
Spruance, Halsey, and Hewift. In the Euronean areas naval operations
included the North African landings, Sicilian aad Italian invasions and,

in 1944, the Normandy landing. Admiral King organized the Tenth Fleet,
responsible for anti-submarine warfare. Using new "hunter-killer"

tactics and equip ment, the U.S. Navy sank nearly 200 Axis submarines.

In the Pacific, Task Forces in thousand-m’le jumps knifed through
archipelagos leaving enemy forces to "wither on the vine' and moved
toward Japan. All elements of seapower were brought to bear: amphibious
forces with their embarked Marines; heavy gurfire support of battleships,
cruisers, and destroyers; submarines which cut Japan's supply arteries;
and the fast Carrier Task Forces providing the far reaching air power.

The mobility of naval warfare demanded the extensive use of service forces
consisting of oilers, ammunition ships, refrigerator ships and floating
drydocks. Ashore Navy Construction Battaliors called ""Sea Bees'" carved
airfields and bases from the coral atolls. The naval transportation service
at the same time kept supplies flowing over the sealanes to the Allies.

Not to be neglected and of importance to the post-war security of the U. 8.
Admiral King pressed for scientific researchers in the Navy and close
relationship between the Navy, universities and industry to bring forth the
best and most modern weapon developments. Navy sponsored research
produced better radar, jet aircraft propulsion, the gyrocompass and many
other improved systems utilized in the post World War I era.

2

Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, 15 December 19845 - 15 December 1947

Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz became the next Chief of Naval Operations
on December 15, 19435, Admiral Nimitz saw to it that the boys got home in the
vast troop lift known as operation "Magic Carpet'. With the post war call for
a reduced Navy, Admiral Nimitz held the line for a balanced Navy in fighting

trim. During this period significant steps were made toward nuclear ship



propulsion. Nava! aviation set a world's distance record that lasted into

the 1960's and guited missile development moved ahead. In Europe and

the Middle East, Communist forces began a carapaign of political agitation
to gain control of Gireece, Turkey and Iran. Admiral Nimitz dispatched

the Battleship USS MISSOURI, aircraft carrier USS F. D. ROOSEVELT,
cruiser USS LITTLE ROCK and supporting destroyers to the Mediterranean
as clear evidence that the United States would support its allies and stand
firm against Comriunist aggression. With this visual evidence of U. S,
support the threatened countries stood fast against Communist pressure.
This naval force in the Mediterranean was the predecessor of the Sixth Fleet,

Admiral Louis E. Denfeld, USN, 15 December 1947 - 2 Novemmber 1849

Official designation of the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean and the
Seventh Fleet in the Wesiern Pacific came unde: the next CNO, Admiral
Louis E. Denfeld. Admiral Denfeld led a Navy in December 1947 that
operated within a tight budget. Communist amb itions soon brought abeout
the 1948 Berlin Cr.sis. Naval Aviztion transpo:t squadrons joined in the
Berlin Airlift to supply that hungry city. As the crisis waned, Admiral
Denfeld flew to Europe in the summer of 1947 21.d assisted in planning
with the Western Allies the new military organization which became the
North Atlantic Tre:ty Organization (NATO).

Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, USN, 2 November 1949 - 29 July 1951

In November 1949, Admiral Forrest P, Sherman took over as Chief of
Naval Operations aud on the morning of June 25, 1950 the Korean war began.
The task of rapidly expanding the Navy during the Korean war was made
possible in large part by the Naval Reserve and the nucleus reserve fleet
kept ready by the previous holders of the top Navy uniformed post. Once
again during this war seapower kept the sealanes open and the amphibious
landing at Inchon proved again the usefulness of conventional amphibious
power. Admiral Sherman while flying to Europe on an important military-
political mission suffered a heart attack and died in July 1951,

Admiral William M, Fechteler, USN, 16 August 1551 - 17 August 1553

Admiral William M. Fechteler became Chief of Naval Operations on
August 16, 1951, He vigorously continued the buildup of the Navy during
the Korean war. Amphibious forces were expanded and Navy research and
development moved ahead. The first guided missiles were introduced to
the fleet. With the accent by the Communists in Korea on mine warfare,
training in this type of warfare was expanded. In 1953, Admiral Fechteler
retired. Naval strength was double that of 1950,



Admiral Robert 13. Carney, USN, 17 August 1953 ~ 17 August 1955

Admiral Robert B. Carney, who became CNO on August 17, 1953,
continued to lead the Navy through a period of technical and scientific
progress. The hydrogen bomb and the nuclea:- age were now realities.

The submarine USS NAUTILUS, the first nuclear powered ship in the

world, was commissioned on September 30, 13954, Also in 1954, Navy

ships carried thousands of Vietnamese refugees to the safety of South

Vietnam as the Communist forces took control of Norih Vietnam. A

fleet modernization and new construction program was underway during

this period and ir 1955 the first Post-World War II carrier, USS FORREST/.L,
joined the fleet.

Admiral Arleigh A, Burke, USN, 17 August 1555 - 1 August 1961

The next Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Arleigh A, Burke, held the
office for an unpracedented six years. Few actions have had such dramatic
impact on the balince of power as Admiral Burke's decision on the Polaris
missile. He ordered the organization of the Speacial Weapons Task Force
that led to the lauiching on July 20, 1980 of the first Polaris missile from
the nuclear submurine USS GEORGE WASHING FON. Communist ex-
ploitation continued during this period with exp’osive situations in Suez,
Syria, Jordan, Quemoy and Matsu. The Navy played an important role
during this period by providing ready on-scene power from the sea. In
1958 the Sixth Fleet, at the request of the government of Lebanon, landed
Marines there to zssure that country's freedom. In the spring of 1960 the
nuclear-powered submarine USS TRITON circumnavigated the earth Submerged.

Admiral George W. Anderson, USN, 1 August 1561 - 1 August 1963

Admiral George W. Anderson became Chief of Naval Operations on
August 1, 1961. Under his direction the Navy continued to modernize.
The {irst nuclear powered ships, the carrier USS ENTERPRISE and the
cruiser USS LONG BEACH, were commissioned in 1961, bringing about
the new reality of a surface nuclear Navy. The Cuban Missile Crisis of
October 1962 was a prime example of measured naval response. Other
crisis situations from the Caribbean to the Eastern Mediterranean and
Southeast Asia kept the Navy on the move during Admiral Anderson's tenure.

Admiral David L. McDonald, 1 August 1963 - 1 August 1967

On August 1, 1963, Admiral David L. McDonald became CNO. Foremost
among the challenges facing him was the rising Communist aggression in
South Vietnam. With the greatly expanded Communist infiltration of South



Vietnam by the Ccmmunist Viet Cong and Regular North Vietnamese
Forces the Navy expanded its assistance to South Vietnam. In 1964
North Vietnamese PT hoats attacked the Seventh Fleet destroyers USS
MADDOX and TURNER JOY in the Gulf of Tonkin, Air strikes against
North Vietnamese PT boat bases followed from Seventh Fleet carriers.
As U. S, assistance increased in South Vietnam, Communist inspired
riots broke out in the Dominican Republic in April 1965. At the request
of the Dominican President, U. 8. Marines of t1e Atlantic Fleet

Ready Amphibious Squadron were landed to restore order to the country.

By early 1966 in Vietnam, the steady buildup of naval river patrols,
anti-infiltration ceastal blockade, amphibious operations, gunfire Support
and carrier air st:ikes were successfully blend.:d into the South Vietnamese
defense effort. Tle Marines, Army, Navy, Air Force and allied forces
ashore were suppcrted from the sea with an 8,000 mile life line bringing
in 98% of the. supp.ies and 2 our of 3 of the men by ship to Vietnam. With
the buildup in the "Western Pacific units from the Atlantic Fleet were
deployed to the Serenth Fleet on a rotational basis. The first nuclear
powered surface t: sk force congisting of the carrier ENTERPRISE, cruiser
LONG BEACH and {rigate BAINBRIDGE went info combat action off
Vietnam for the fi:st time in 1966. The last of 11 Polaris equipped nuclear
submarines USS WILIL ROGERS (SSBN-659) was commissioned on 1 Apri] 1967,

L

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer, USN, 1 August 1967 -

Admiral Thomas H. Moorer became the eighteenth Chief of Naval
Operations on August 1, 1967. 4The Vietnam War continued and the Navy
technological arm reached undersea and into space. In 1968 the ascending
strength of the Soviet Navy became apparent with the appearance of a large
Russian task force in the Mediterranean. Soviet cruiser-destroyer squadrons
operating in the Red Sea and Indian Ocean on show-the -flag missions signaled
the creation of a permanent naval presence. While this challenge gave new
urgency to the American seapower effort, the cold war in Europe flared again
with the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia. |

On the other side of the globe, the Navy adapted to new developments in
Vietnam. When bombinz of the North was halted, offshore strike forces
moved south to concentrate support for Allied forces within South Vietnam
and along the Demilitarized zone. Navy Riverine Forces and support units
kept open Allied supply channels in Couniry and consolidated new government
holds in the Mekong Delta. '

At home, the CNO called for modernization of aging naval forces and
advanced the "multiple-buy" system, assuring a steady, yearly input of
destroyers, frigates and other new ships for the fleet. Nuclear submarine
construction entered a new phase,



